
 

Parents, 

Thank you so much for completing our parent survey for Advanc-Ed accreditation. We did well on our parent, stu-
dent, and staff surveys. The highest you could score was 5.0 and we were above 4.0 on all three surveys. I assure 
you we looked closely at your ratings and your comments. I would like to address a few of your comments in this 
newsletter.  

 

One comment concerned having never seen Bethel’s vision and mission statement. Both of these statements are 
included in the Student Handbook we sent home at the beginning of the year and are also located on our school 
web page under the Our School Tab under About Us. We have also included these two statements at the end of 
this newsletter.  

 

Communication was mentioned several times in the comments. We have talked about communication as a staff 
and we are going to work toward improving communication across the school. We have recently sent letters 
home again about Canvas and how to sign into Canvas. Mrs. Carter was available during our Family Literacy Night 
to answer questions about Canvas. Teachers have recently received more training on Canvas and all have been 
encouraged to use it to communicate with parents. Teachers have also been encouraged to use email as a commu-
nication tool when appropriate and some still do a newsletter each week. Wednesday folders will continue to 
come as well. Please do not hesitate to call or email a teacher any time you have questions. You can also contact 
our technology coach, Tammi Carter, with questions about Canvas. 

 

Parking was also mentioned numerous times in your comments. We have asked for additional parking in my budg-
et every year since I came to Bethel four years ago and I will include it again in my budget requests for the upcom-
ing year. I am told that every school in the district is asking for additional parking so I am not sure when or if this 
request will be granted.  

 

Several other concerns mentioned in your comments were issues not totally under our control such as  

having a later start time, increase in enrollment, quality of food in the cafeteria, etc. However, these  

are concerns that I will certainly share with our district office personnel. It is not possible to address  

every single concern that was expressed in the survey in this newsletter,  but I want you  

to know we  read every comment and will take all of your input  

into consideration.  

 

Thanks again to everyone who responded to our survey! 
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PRE-KINDERGARTEN NOTES 

Pre-K Cookie Sale 

O n Friday, February 14th, the 

Pre-K classes hosted their 

annual bake sale.  The Pre-K bake 

sale is a long time Bethel tradition.  

Leading up to the bake sale our 

students practiced baking and sell-

ing cookies.  Students sold their 

bags of cookies for $1.00 per bag.  

The sale was a huge success and 

the students raised $320.00 to be 

used for a future field trip to Dis-

covery Place Kids. We’d like to 

thank all the parents that assisted 

with the sale. 

 

Our students have been engaged 

in working with letters, sounds, 

concepts of print and interactive 

writing. Some students are mas-

tering letter recognition by using a 

simple tracing book. Other stu-

dents are working on emergent 

reading lessons. We are excited 

about their progress! 



KINDERGARTEN NOTES 

Units of Study 

During the third nine weeks, kindergarten finished up our unit on the forest.  Students com-
pleted several activities such as making forest animal puppets and creating an electronic book 
with facts about each animal.  We are now learning about the pond habitat.  During the pond 
unit, we will discuss life cycles and how living things depend on each other.  We will also dis-
cuss many of the animals that make their homes in or around the pond such as beavers, 
ducks, frogs, fish and insects.  We will also learn about plants that bring life to the pond by 
providing homes and food for the animals.        

One Hundred Days! 

On January 24th, Bethel Kindergarten students celebrated the 100th day of school.  Each stu-
dent created a project of 100 items to display as we marched through the halls during our 
100th Day Parade.    



FIRST GRADE LEARNERS 

BRIGHT LEARNERS! 
First graders have been learning all about the 
sun.  They observed the position of the sun in 
the sky at different times of day using the cam-
eras on their iPads to record their observations.   

 

They learned that the sun is actually a medium 
sized star at the center of our solar system and 
the Earth and the other planets orbit around it.  
Recently, we also researched the effects of the 
sun.  The students measured the temperature of 
a cup of water and a cup of soil while they were 
in their classrooms.  Next, they put the cups out-
side in a sunny area and left them there for 
about an hour.  Finally, the students measured 
the temperature of the water and soil again to 
determine which one heated up faster.  Do you 
know which one was the winner?   



SECOND GRADE FLYERS 

 

Second graders have been learning all about 

telling time. Telling time is a skill as real-life 

and essential as addition and subtraction; espe-

cially in the age of digital clocks. Time is a 

pervasive presence in our lives and it makes a 

great teaching theme! Second graders are required to be able to tell 

time to the hour, half hour, quarter hour, and in 5-minute intervals. 

We have been doing a lot of hands-on activities to help us understand 

the concept of telling time. Some of our favorites have been creating 

a life-sized clock and time bingo!  

Time Flies in Second Grade! 



THIRD GRADE TRAVELS 

Third grade students took a field trip to the Museum in Columbia and the State house.  
Students spent time in the museum exploring South Carolina Art, Natural History, Science 
& Technology, and Cultural History exhibits.  Students enjoyed an interactive lesson on the 
different ways that electricity is made.   

Students visited the State House and were given a guided tour of the House and Senate 
Chambers. They learned the unique history of the House.  Bethel Elementary was recog-
nized as a special visitor at the House Chambers’ Session by Representative Tommy Pope. 

 



FOURTH GRADE 

4th Grade News: 

 

Social Studies: Fourth graders have been going west as they 

learn about Westward Expansion. They have a new app called 

Oregon Trail. This is a great app to teach them about the hard-

ships that the pioneers experienced on their way to find land in 

the west. Students are also creating their own journal written 

from the perspective of a pioneer back in the 1800’s.  

 

Science: Fourth graders have begun studying different animals 

(milkweed bugs, mealworms, and crayfish) and plants. Students 

are growing their own lima bean plants and watching the life cy-

cle take place.  

 

English-Language Arts: Fourth grade students are reading dif-

ferent novels and picture books about the Westward Expansion. 

Students are writing and answering text-dependent questions. 

Students are working on finding the theme and main idea of dif-

ferent stories.  

 

Math: Fourth grade students are studying fractions. Students 

will learn how to add and subtract fractions with like and unlike 

denominators, compare fractions, and will understand mixed 

numbers and improper fractions.  

 

Our field trip to the Schiele Museum was a success! We were able to observe several ex-

hibits (indoors and outdoors),  as well as view a program in the Planetarium. The students 

were able to touch a live alligator!! They also saw other live animals such as a Madagascar 

Hissing Cockroach! The kids were very well behaved and hopefully learned a lot!  



FIFTH GRADE NEWS 

I 
n Language Arts we have been busy working on Text Dependent Essays to prepare for the SC Ready Writing 
Test at the beginning of May. This type of essay is very different from the essays students have been asked to 
produce on standardized tests in the past.  We have also been working on reviewing grammar skills and learn-
ing a wide array of roots, prefixes and suffixes. Pork chop Productions will be back in March to lead our stu-

dents through a lesson in theater.  We would like to give a huge thank you to Parents for helping fund this experi-

ence.  

 

In math class we have transitioned from addition and subtraction of fractions to multiplication and division of frac-
tions. Our last STEM challenge intrigued the students with how to design a "coaster" for 10 marbles so that the 

marbles would be distributed equally into 2 different groups at the end of the coaster.  

 

Fifth grade is loving landforms.  We have been learning about the different types of landforms, weathering, and 

erosion.  We are exploring how the Earth changes through constructive and destructive processes.  

 

*At the beginning of our Landforms unit, we had Mrs. Nance from the York County Water Education Program join 
us.  She spent a morning with our classes talking about watersheds, the importance of environmental safety, and 

what affects our local water. 

 

We will begin the oceans part of the unit 
very soon. **Please be on the look out as 
instructions will be coming home soon 
about a landforms and oceans project that 

will be completed at home. 

 

In Social Studies we have just completed 
our Roaring Twenties unit. They learned 
about the Great Migration, the Harlem Re-
naissance, Prohibition, Flappers, and oth-
er interesting information about that time 
period. We will now be diving into the 

Great Depression. 



School Store is Open  
Tuesdays - Fridays! 

Check out the new 
items this year! 

SCHOOL 
STORE 

MRS. CASKEY STUDENT COUNCIL  

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROJECT  
Please Remember to send in  

Pop Tabs to your classroom to  
support the   

Ronald McDonald House.   

Greetings from Mrs. Caskey’s Class! 

 

  Our class had a special visit by John Chap-
man, also known as Johnny Appleseed. He 
read the book “Mike Fink,” which is a tall 
tale written by Steven Kellogg to the class. 
John Chapman had his knapsack filled with 
apple seeds and wore a cooking pot for a 
hat.  

 

  As a follow-up to the visit, the class dis-
cussed the legend of Johnny Appleseed and 
listed the names of tree parts on an apple 
tree. They also drew trees on a map to 
show places Johnny Appleseed planted 
seeds during his travels and finally the class 
ended the week by making apple prints. 

 

 



ARTFULLY YOURS 

The First and Third 
Grade Visual Art Ex-
hibition and Musical 
Performance is com-
ing up on March 30th 
at 5:30p.  Each child 

will have a two dimensional and a three 
dimensional piece on display.   The chil-

dren in the show will be able to take their 
work home the following week after this 

show. 
 

We have some talented children 
here at Bethel and there will be a display 
to showcase their work at each level at 
the Clover School District Auditorium Visu-
al Art Show on March 21st.   If your child 
has a piece in this show I will send you an 
invitation in the next two weeks.  If you 
miss the March 21st opening, there will be 
other times when there are events at the 
auditorium and the artwork can be 
viewed.  Some of the pieces are pieces 
formerly shown at Bethel.  This is a grand 
opportunity to see the work from other 
children that are interested in visual arts. 
They will see works from children their 
same age and will also be able to see what 
students are doing at the middle and high 
school levels.  

 

The Fifth Grade throwers had some 
takers, but the clay has run out.  The pro-
gram is over for this school year.  The pro-
gram may open up again next year. I feel 
that this is a worthy endeavor because it 
will hopefully lead to future exploration in 
clay with children. 

 



MEDIA CENTER TIDBITS 

First through fifth grade students have learned how to 
access eBooks thought Destiny Quest. We have many 
wonderful eBooks that the students can read on-line. 

If the eBook is checked-out the student can still read the book 
even if they don’t have internet.  

 

The Book Fair was a HUGE success! Thank you PTO, parents, 
staff and students. This time we used Bedford Falls. They pro-
vided us with great books that the students and parents loved.  

 

Battle of the Books is in full swing. Students have been hard at 
work reading some really great books. We have meet twice af-
ter school so that students can practice as a team. Our last 
meeting was on March 9

th
. Students could decorate a t-shirt 

on that day using markers and fabric paint that was available 
for them. The school battle is on Tuesday, March 14

th
.  The top 

three teams will be chosen to compete in the district battle on 
Friday, March 17

th
. 

 

Students in first through third grade have started to work with 
K’nex to begin our STEM study. We will continue to explore 
and create to practice engineering skills. They will also solve 
real world problems by researching and designing models. 

 



MUSIC NOTES 
UPCOMING PERFORMANCES FEATURING:  FIRST GRADE, THIRD GRADE AND  

THE BETHEL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HONORS CHORUS 

 

You are invited to an entertaining and inspiring evening on March 30th.  It 

promises to be a big night at Bethel Elementary School.  Your child will not only have 

an opportunity to share songs and skills they have been learning in music, but they 

will also be able to share visual work they have made in art class.  Please plan now 

to attend. 

 The first grade is asked to come to the stage at 5:45 P.M.  Performance time is 

6:00 P.M.  They will perform songs and demonstrate skills they have worked on in mu-

sic class. It will be less than twenty minutes.  After the performance, please walk 

down the hall to view their art work. 

 The third grade is asked to come to the cafeteria at 6:45 P.M.  and will perform 

on stage at 7:00 P.M.  They will also present songs they have worked on this year.  

Third grade performance will last approximately twenty minutes.  Don’t forget about 

the art work in the hall! 

 

The Bethel Elementary School Honors Chorus would like to invite you to their 

performance on Thursday, March 30, 2017.  Delighting the audience with five selec-

tions will be the objective of the evening so please make plans to have your child at 

Bethel on stage by 6:20 P.M. to perform at 6:30 P.M.   

They will need to wear dark pants/jeans and a nice white shirt (not a t-shirt) 

tucked into their jeans/pants. Long hair should be pulled back.  I will be sending an 

email reminder closer to the date of the performance.   

 

“I love to hear a choir. I love the humanity... to see the faces of real people devoting 

themselves to a piece of music. I like the teamwork. It makes me feel optimistic 

about the human race when I see them cooperating like that.”      Paul McCartney   



PHYSICAL EDUCATION PLAYERS 

PE News                                   

 

Students completed our “Racket Sports for All” unit this quarter with modified games of 
badminton, scoop ball, and pickle ball.  In addition, students in all grade levels practiced 
dribbling and ball handling skills as part of our basketball unit.  Students enjoyed dribble re-
lays, dribbling between cones, and “Sharks and Minnows” (a fun dribble tag game).  Stu-
dents in grades 2-5 learned the mechanics of the set shot using the B.E.E.F. principle 
(balance/bend, eyes on rim, elbow in, and follow through).  They also learned how to per-
form the “step, slide” aka “push, step” warm up drill.  In addition, some students participat-
ed in modified basketball games while others practiced individual skills as needed. Pre-K, 
Kindergarten, and first grade students learned and practiced the basketball set shot using 
smaller basketballs and goals. Third, fourth, and fifth graders had the opportunity to sign up 
for Bethel’s annual March Madness free throw contest.  The contest began March 1 and is 
being held during Physical Education classes.  Some students may participate in the gym be-
fore school begins.  Enjoy practicing your basketball shot and good luck to all contestants.   

 

Bethel’s Field Day will be Thursday, April 6.  The bad weather make-up day is scheduled for 
April 20.  Parents, please send me an email if you would like to volunteer to help or manage 
a station (kay.wessinger@clover.k12.sc.us).  I hope you can join us for this FUN-filled day!  
Thank you. 

mailto:kay.wessinger@clover.k12.sc.us)


TECHNOLOGY NOTES 
March with Spring Fever in Tech Lab 

 

Although our classes have been smaller in third through fifth, due to bible release, 
our active learning doesn’t stop. It does give us a little more room to spread out 

and enjoy coding our Sphero and BB8 droids we received last school year. Other students are 
engineering ramps, tunnels, and roads.   

Have You Heard of Prodigy? 

 

 

If you have a child in grades second through fifth, I’m sure you have heard them talk about 
this game and the ‘monsters’ they are able to catch. This game-based learning app, is a fun 
way for kids to practice essential math skills. I have enjoyed changing up the skill levels for 
second and third graders, depending on what their teachers are focusing on in the class. For 
third, multiplication and right now for second we just started telling time. The older stu-
dents tell me it is a cross between Harry Potter and Pokemon, whatever gets them this ex-
cited to do math problems, while also letting them see questions very close to standardized 
test format is A OK in tech lab ! 



TECHNOLOGY NOTES - PG. 2 

Wacky Weeks with Kindergarten and First 

 

Dr. Seuss week is always a fun week in tech lab, as we 
try to make the room as ‘wacky’ as possible.  I enjoy 
sharing this read aloud with them and challenging 
them to find all the wacky they may see.  

 

Also, we have used this time to focus on replacing num-
bers in a number chart to 100 and 120. Counting by 
‘hoping’ rocks on games by counting using 2, 5, and 10s. 

 

And lastly, the early principles of keyboarding, making 
storymakers, finger placement and finding our letters . 

 

 

 



GUIDANCE NOTES 
BETHEL SCHOOL COUNSELING 

Bethel Fifth Graders Are Learning About Study Skills 
 

The past two weeks the 5th grade guidance classes have been learning about effective study 
skills. The essential tips covered are: 
  

GOAL SETTING – Setting SMART Goals that can be reasonably attained. 

PREPARATION – Preparing a study setting with all needed material and with few distractions. 

ORGANIZATION – Keeping materials organized by using planners, folders, and calendars. 

MEMORIZATION – Using memorization tips like acronyms, rhymes and songs, as well as mne-
monic devices. 

LEARNING STYLES – Using your strengths as a visual, auditory, or tactile learner. 

LISTENING AND NOTE TAKING – Focusing on the speaker, asking questions, and using the note
-taking strategies: Cornell Outline or Web Outline 

OUR RED RIBBON FLOWERS ARE BLOOMING 



YOU HAVE CHARACTER…… 
CARING Character Awards 
 

Charleigh Kennedy 

Tanner Daum 

Zach Brown 

Laci Thomas 

Bridgette Maddox 

Callie West 

Eric Lee 

Markus Thompson 

Kaitlyn Place 

Matt McClure 

Riley Mae Burrell 

Sahij Gill 

Marley Visser 

Peyton Farrell 

Brinley Knight 

Anslie Totherow 

Skylar Martin 

Zoe Glenn 

Riley Rigdon 

Porter Quinn 

Sachman Gill 

Aidan Amrein 

Brayden Hearsey 

Rayden Risch 

Bella Harvey 

Owen Bangert 

Elizabeth Fischer 

Abrielle Douglass 

Landon Benoy 

Landon Peake 

Emily Engel 

Drew Hills 

SELF-DISCIPLINE Character Awards 
 

Ari Krause 

Judson Baird 

Bridget Mullins 

Jacqueline Eichman 

Piper O’Lena 

Taytum Furtado 

Kameron Gill 

Lillie Ashe 

Lucy Thomas 

Carter Chudzik 

Jamie Daum 

Grady Stone 

Brooke Ledford 

Audrey Menary 

Braydon Hodge 

Maggie Sweet 

Gracen Lane 

Olivia Fusaro 

Jenna Peterman 

Madison Bliss 

Zurre Huckleberry 

Lilly Wilson 

Felicity Neill 

Simone Brown 

Michael Bise 

Anna Vacho 

Andrew Peterson 

Skylan Wilson 

Kailyn Knight 

Lucas Rock 

Cooper Visser 

Sam Thurman 

Landen Dolce 

Please visit my CANVAS page at: 

 https://clover.instructure.com/
courses/2768 

 

Ashlyn Condon 

ashlyn.condon@clover.k12.sc.us 

INFO: 

https://clover.instructure.com/courses/2768
https://clover.instructure.com/courses/2768
mailto:ashlyn.condon@clover.k12.sc.us


Bethel Vision Statement 

Our vision at Bethel continues to be maintaining academ-
ic excellence and a community feeling while embracing 

change and taking risks to enable our students to become 
productive citizens in our ever changing world.  

 

Bethel Mission Statement 

The mission of Bethel Elementary School, in partnership 
with the parents and community, is to prepare students 
to be- come productive, confident and responsible citi-
zens by creating a safe, friendly, child-centered environ-
ment which effectively addresses the social, emotional 

and intellectual needs of each child.  

 

Clover School District Mission Statement 

Clover schools will prepare every child for a successful, 

productive, and responsible future. 

Each Child, Each Day…..Excellence! 


